CHAPTER IX
INDIA AND THE TOURIST

To visit all the monuments which the activities of archaeologists
have conserved or restored, or the museums in which formerly
buried objects have been stored, must mean a great deal of travel-
ling and an expenditure of time in a country of great distances.
Travelling is facilitated by a railway system which has thrown a
net over the country, but in parts the meshes of the net are rather
wide, and a motor vehicle becomes necessary, although the horsed
vehicle may suffice for short distances.

If parties can be made up to fill the railway tourist cars, and if
the visitor is content to live in rather cramped conditions, there is
much to be said for this method. The charge is made up of a
daily hire charge and a haulage charge per mile, whether loaded or
empty, if the car is vacated anywhere but at its stabling station', and
not then occupied by another party. The charge calculation differs
on the Burma railways, where there is no change of gauge, a factor
which may add to expense in India. Arrangements must be made
for catering while the car is detached from a train* This can be
undertaken by a firm, but the experienced can engage an Indian
cook and save expense. There is no charge for fares of servants
and no excess charge on luggage, unless the weight exceeds a
generous allowance. Hotel charges are avoided, and these, with
gratuities, are rather high, while the cost of conveying the tourist,
his servant and luggage from the station to the hotel and back adds
to the outlay. At wayside stations the travellers' bungalow may be
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